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Merivale High School is the home of the OCDSB’s
Communication and Design FOCUS program.

Each year, in semester two, students wishing to take
a concentrated semester of applied design courses
come to Merivale to add to their skill set and build
portfolios suitable for entry to post secondary
animation, interactive multi-media, graphic design and
photography programs.

The demanding summative FOCUS Yearbook project
is a collation of the skills they learned during their
semester at Merivale. Each student is responsible for
a layout in the book that includes samples of their
artwork and a reflective piece.

Students decide on a theme for their yearbook, and
then are responsible for arranging props, 
costumes and lighting and taking a suitable portait
that sustains the class theme which will be used in
their two page spreads. These critical image making
activities were supervised by Jaclyn Cañas.

This year’s project intoduced a new wrinkle to the
traditional printed yearbook. FOCUS students 
prepared animated clips using Adobe Flash in Scott
Hughes’ class, and through the magic of Aurasma,
made selected parts of their layouts interactive. The
Aurasma App when installed on a smart phone, and
held over live parts of the layout will sync with the
internet and play a short movie.

The project is printed each year by OCDSB Print
Services, and once again they did a great job. 

The interactive component is in its infancy — but this
is clearly a direction that print materials will be 
taking to sustain a younger demographic and to take
advantage of Smart Phone technology to 
promote products and services.

Cudos to Scott and Jaclyn for directing this effort.
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